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PROCEEDINGS. 


Fripay Morntna, October 18, 1867, 

Delegates representing the churches composing the Cold Water 
Baptist Association, convened with the Cold Water Baptist Church, 
Marshall county, Mississippi, second District, on Friday before the 
third Sunday in October, 1867, according to adjournment. 


Elder C. B, Young, the appointee of last session, preached the 
Introductory Sermon. Text—] Corinthians, first chapter, two last 
verses: “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
anto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion, : That according as it is written, he that glorieth let him glory 
in the Lord,” . 


An intermission of one hour was taken for refreshments. 


Bene- 
diction by Elder James Dennis, 


EVENING SESSION, - 





Reassembled at the appointed time. The Moderator and Clerk of 
last session, Elder James Dennis and W. Ovid Mabry, present. ‘The 
exercises were opened by singing a hymn and the offering of prayer 
by the Moderator. 

Letters from the 
and Dr. J. D, Ad 
cal Table.) 


tr. 
churches were read by Brethren R. T. Sanders 
ams, and delegates names enrolled. (See Statisti- 


An election of officers was then had 
Organization, resulting as follows: Elde 
and W. Ovid Mabry, Clerk, 


, inorder to a constitutional 
r James Dennis, Moderator, 
Elder H. J. Smith and Brother T. H. 


’ 4 Smith acted as tellers. The Moderator having made some remarks 
of interest, Appropriate to the occasion, declared the body ready for 
the transaction of regular business, 

By motion, communications were read from the colored Baptist 
& 3 /hurch at Pleasant Grove, for 


merly of Pleasant Grove Church, and. 


from*the Mt, Zion Church, colored, formerly of Sardis Church, 


asking advice, ete., of the Association, as to the policy for them to 
pursue. Referred to a special committee, consisting of Elders J, L, 
* Cross, E. D, Millen, M. H. Renfroe and E. W. Henderson. 
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The committee 
the action of the A 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Appointed to arrange the Order of B 
ssociation, begs leave to offer the 
Call the roll of delegates and mark absentece 
Read the Constitution, Rules of Decorum and Abs 
Call for reports of Messengers appointed to co 
Appoint messengers to corresponding bodies 
Appoint a financial committee. 
Appoint a committee to write corresy 
- Call for reports of standing commiit: 
Call for Treasurer's report. 

Appoint a Treasurer 

Call for resolutions. 

Appoint standing committees, 
Consider queries from Sardis, Clear Creek 
Call for report of financial committee 
Call for report of committee on correspondence 
Appoint a place for the next session of thy 
16. Appdint some one to preach the Lntroducto 
17. Call for report of Executive Soard 


18. Call for report of special committee 
churches 






















































usiness, for 
follo wing report : 


l 
2 tract of Principles 
3 rresponding bodies 
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) vending letter. 
2€8, 


I 
12 
13. 
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c 


and Nonconnah Churches 


Association. 
ry Sermon. 


on communicati 


ons frem colored 


Respectfully submitted, 

, C. B. Yourke 
The Constitution, 
of the Association were 


The roll was then called 
Rules of Decorum 
read, 


Elder E. W, 


and absentees marked, 
and Articles of Faith 


Henderson move 
Faith, by adding the word ¢ 
Elder J."L, Cross moved to 
motion prevailed, 

On motion of Brother J. D. Adanis, Resoly 
of Faith be published and appended to the 

Called for reports of messe 
r one bodies : 

To tne Barris 
ttewlet, J. L. 
Srother T. H. Smith. 

To Bie Haren 

To Cmcxasaw 
A. B. Smith, 


d to amend 
hoses, before 
table the 


the eighth Article of 
the word regenerates, 
amendment, indefinitely, The 


ed, That the Articles 
minutes, 

ngers appointed to the following cor- 
T SrTate Convention— 


Elders. ©, B. Young, R. G. 
Cross, 


W. Wooten, J. W. Lipsey, A. B. Smith and 

Reported attendance, 
AssociaTion—No atten 
AssociaTion—Elders 
Reported attendance, 
ALOBUSHA Assoctation—No 


APPOINTMENTS TO 
APTist Strate Con 


lanee. 

C. B. Young, E. D. Miller, 
es 

attendance, 

*ORRESPONDING BODIES, 


VENTION—Elders E. D, Mille 
Li sey. Convention to meet at M 
Sunday in June, 1868, 

© Bie Harcure AssoctatTion—Elders Mode 
Ssociation to meet at Elon, Saturday before 


To tue B r, J. 1, 
eridian, Friday 


rator and J, L, Cross: 
the second Sunday in 






© Cnickasaw Assoc 
- Moore, A. B. § 





IATION—Elders 


C. B. Young, R. G, He 
mith, J. J. Duboise 


and Brethren -T. I. 





wlet, 
Smith 
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Philadelphia Chureh, 

68, 

ooten, E, D, Miller, 

_ OF. Moore, E. W. nderson, J, W. Lipsey, M. i. 

po. L Cross, A, B. Smith and Brethren T. H. Smith, J. p. 

Adams, J. L, Harris, D, B. Hilliard and W. W. Haley, Association 

to meet at Water Valley, Saturday before the second Sunday in 
September, 1868, 

lo Tipran Associa Tion-4Elders C. B. Young, J. J. Dubboise, HK, 
D, Miller, J. L. Cross, W, iL. Wilson and Brother R. P. Bowen, 
Association to meet at Ripley, Friday before the fourth Sunday in 
September, 1868, i] 

Appointed Brethren J, J. Milam, W, Wooten and R. 8, Flinn a 
committee on finance. ! 

On motion of Elder E, Dp. Miller, Resolved, That the money sent 
up for missionary OF associational fund be handed Over to the finan. 
cial committee, : 

Appointed Elders J. w. Lipsey, ©, B. Young and I. J. Smith, 
committee on correspondence, | 

Called for reports of Standing committees/in the following order: 

On Sabbath Schools—Brother T. I. Smith reported, Pending a 
motion for its au i » interesti g remarks, upon the vast im- 
portance and utility th s » Were made by’ the Moderator 
aod other brethren, 

On motion, adjourned one hour and a half for refreshments. 


EVENING SESSION, 


Met at the 2 Ppointed time, Opened as usual by singing, Prayer 


by Elder R. G. Hewlet, 
tlder J. M. Rogers, present, wias invited to the usual privileges, 
der — Smith was recognized as messenger from Chickasaw 
Association and likewise invited. | 

Susperided of business ; whereupon the financial com- 
mittee j ether it should) collect all the money pledged for 
Domestfe sions, for 1867, or a pro rat 1 each church, 
sufficient to meet the present Wantsiof the Executive Board, Brother 
J. J. Mil 7 4 projrata amount be collected, » Elder 

i amend by releasing Philade hia and Hope- 
from the l ‘he amendment 
i ‘ otion, that was 
to collect the whole 
amount of pledges, 

Resumed regular business by further considering the report on 
Sabbath Schools, Which, after some amendment, Proposed b Elder | 
E. D. Miller, was with the appended resolution offered by Brother 
J. D. Adams adopted. (See Appendix 1) 

1€ Committee on prayer meetings, Elder C, B, Young reported. 
€ report was adopted, (See Appendix B.) 
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hureh, The committee on religious instruction of colored population, 
. Eldér J. W. Li wey reported, 
filler, On motion of Elder E. D. Miller, 
M. HH. Resolved, That the special committee on communications from 
J. WD, colored churches report, and that the Association, in committee of 
ation the whole, take both into consideration, and perfect a report out of 
ay in the two, 
, : Whereupon the chairman, Elder J. L. Cross, reported, 
° K, On motion to adopt the first an able and interesting discussion 
wen, ensued, in which several of the brethren participated, Elder E. W. 
7 Henderson moved to amend by ‘the Association appointing some 
future time and place to organize those colored churches into an 
=s independent Association, which was accepted by the Committee, 
Elder J. W. Lipsey. 7 
ont On motion of Brother F. Mosley, adjourned te? o’olock, Monday 
a ; morning. Prayer by Elder J, Lipsey. Behediction by the 
| Moderator, 
th, : 
es Monpvay Morsina, 9 o'clock. 
. The Association met at the appointed hour. Opened with singing. 
eg Prayer by Elder H. J. Smith. The minutes of Saturday were read 
ia and approved, os ; 
Resumed consideration of the report én religious instruction of 
colored population, 
by permission, Elder Henderson withdrew his amendment. The 
resoiution of the report being amended, Elder C. B. Young moved 
for a division of the question on the two reports; the motion pre- 
; vailed. The re 


ort was then adopted. (See Ap; 
By motion, Elder Cross’s report was in 


Culled for report on Temperance, 
No report, 


Committee on the Bible cause, Elder R. G. Hewle 


t reported, 
Elder E. D. Miller moved an amendment. Elder J. L. 
to table the ame 


Cross moved 
ndment, which prevailed. The report was then 
adopted. (See Appendix D.) 


ie The amendment called 
resolved that it be 
Committee on mi 
1€ report, afte 

a 


Called for report on Domestic Missions. Chairman, Elder T. R: 
Williams, being absent, reported through Elder R. G. Hewlet. The 
“te was adopted. (See Appendix F.) 

reasurer reported. The report was adopted. (See 


Appointed the Clerk Tre 


yendix C.) 
definitely tabled, 
Brother 8, Matthews, absent 





up, on motion of Elder ©, B. Young, 
not published 


nisterial education, Elder E. D. Miller reported, 
r slight amendment, was adopted. (See Appendix 


Appendix 
4 G . 
“—_ asurer for the next association 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED, 


By Elder H. J. Smith. 
x Resolved, That we recommend to the ¢ 


al year, 


hurches composing the 
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Cold Water Baptist Association, to observe Thursday, the 14th day 
of November next, as a day of thanksgiy ing and prayer to Almighty 
God, for the bountiful grain crop which has crowned our efforts the 
Present year, thereby averting the horrors of threatened famine. 

By Elder E. D, Miller. | 

Resolved, That the act of the Association, by a resolution of its 
last Session, to strike from membership those churches, long unrep- 
resented, at this Session, unless represented, be Suspended til] our 
next annual Session, in order to give them one more Opportunity to 
represent themselves, 

By Elder R. G. Hewlet, 

Revoln: “, That this Asso¢iation advise its churches to instruct 
their delegates in reference th amounts to be pledged for missionary 
Purpor 8, } ‘ 

Appointment of Standing Fommittees and subjects fur reports: 

On Sabbath Schools~ Eldér R. F? Moore. 

On Pr tyer M, etings. —Broéther Dr. J. D. Adams. 

On BP ligious Lnstructi ef Colored Population Elder E. 
Miller. } 7 $ 

On Temperanee— Brother R. T. Sanders, 

On Bible Caude~ -Elder J. L. Cross, ; 

On Ministerial E lucati. m—-+-Eld rE. Ww. Hendk rson, 

On Domestic Missions -Elder J. W. Lipsey, 

The queries from the churches wer, considered in the following 
order, viz: 

Query from Nonconnah Chireh—« What shall we do with those 
colored members whose Hames dre on our church book, but we know 
not what has become of them?) 

Answer.— Act in the matter according to your Judgment, in the 
proper enforcement of church discipline. 

Queries from Sardis Church.j—1g¢. « Is it the Sense of this Agso- 
tiation that the Scriptures t ach the everlasting love of God to his 

eternal, unconditional election of a definite number 
mily to Srace antl glory.” : ' 
\ Scriptures teach |that al] who were chosen in Christ 
undation of the world, are in time effectually called, 
regenerated and sanctified »” 

tuled out by the Moderator, by the authority conferred from the 
— article of the Constitution,’ { . 

An appeal was taken from the! decision, but it-was almost unani- 
mously 5u8tained, ‘ 

Adjourned one hour and a half | for refreshments, 


EVENING| SESSION. 


Met at the *Ppaisited time. Opéned as usual by singing, Prayer 
M 


by Elder H. ¥ ore, 
Queries from Clear Creek Chareh.—1s¢. “Should Baptists aid in 
extending Catholic influence, by askisting in the building of church 
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Offices, 


houses for them and patronizing their schools?” 

tively. 

2d. “Is it scriptural or expedient for Ba 
take the supposed benefit of the bankru 
table. 

The financial committee reported, 
Appendix H.) - 

Called for report of committe 
Elder J. W. Lipsey, reported. 
pendix L) 

Appointed the next session of the 
Baptist Church, Marshal] county, 
time, 11 o'clock Friday, before the 

Appointed Elder E. D. Miller to 

The Executive Board reported, 
Appendix J.) 

Elder J. L. Cross proposed some resolutions to e 
plan of missionary Operations, Brother R. T. 

asa substitute, Elder E. D. Miller-moved to 
/ Ing, for the next year, the original plan. TI 
cepted, the original plan adopted, and the 
“ppolited the Executive Board : : 

brethren R. F. Cook, J. A. Thornton, W. B. Gary, W. W. Hale q 
J. D, Nichols, D, J. Perry, W. W. Wallace, A, M. Hannaway, F 
Mosley, W, Durham, RS, Flinn, 'W, Slocum, T. H. Smith, C. C 
White, G. W. Burliew, R. P. Bowen, W. Haynes, 

D. J. McCrackin, J. C. Droak, H. J. Smith, J. F. Walton, D. B. 
Killebrew, D, Wall, J. Matthews, J. B. Barry, W.S. Bunch, 8, Bobo, 
B. F. Archer, J. R. MeWilliams, 8. L, Wynne, W. H. Caruthers, 

On motion of Elder E. D, Miller, for the appointment of a com- 
mittee of one, to draft and propose to the next session of our Asso- 


ciation some more efficient plan for missionary operations, he was 
Appointed, 


lhe followir 
Sanders : 
. Resolved, That the Clerk be 
his services; that he have 
as the remainder of the 


€ on correspondence, 
The report was adopted, 


third Sunday in October, 1868, 
preach the latroductory Sermon, 
The report was adopted. (See 


hange the present 

Sanders offered some 
amend by fully adopt- 
1¢ amendment was ac- 
following named brethren 


J.C. Andrews, 


ig resolutions we 


re then adopted. By Brother R. T. 


allowed the sum of forty dollars for 
48 Many copies of the minutes published 
Associational funds will procure; that they 
be distributed among the churches in proportion to their respective 
’mounts contributed for the ‘same, and they be deposited at the 
Southwestern Publishing House, Memphis, Tennessee, 

By Elder M. H. Renfroe. 

tesolved, That the than 


ks of this Association be tendered to the 
Moderator and Clerk for th 


e faithful discharge of the duties of their 
By Elder J. L. Cross, 
Resolved, That the th 


anks of this Association be tendered to the 
members of Cold Water 
for the kin 


Chureh, and to the community in general, 


d reception and hospitality extended to us on this Occasion, 


Answered nega- 


ptist church members to 
pt law?” Laid on the 


The report was adopted. (See 


The chairman, 
(See Ap- 


Association with the Chulahoma 
Mississippi, third District, usual 
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The minutes of 
he Association 





to-day wére read and a 

being through with j 
delivered some closing remafks, very suit 
seemed to be received in the spirit 
of ultimately, when | 

of the redeemed, in the pa 

never break up, 

Brethren, and friends generally, then united 
“O when shall | see Jesus,” ete. 
was given, 


The Moderator then led in fervent pra 
diction, after which, the Asscci 


and place appointed, with © 
county, Mississi 




































ber, 1868, 


‘ 
ee 
{ 


PUBLIC RELIGIOUS 
Saturday morning, 104 oelock, Pp 
". Moore. iveni 
Sunday morning, 94 0’eloc 
- M. togers; 11 o'clock, Pp 
iller, after which & public ¢ 
Board of the Southern B 
aching at the stand 


© agent of said Board, Elder 
sented its claims, after 


objects, amounting to $ 
Evening—The large 


of the ample supply o 
and stand for 


and Elder EK. Ww. Hende 
Monday morning, 11 
ipsey. Evening—; 


lection for the 
aptist C0 


“A. Van Hoose, 
which a public collection 


en 


congregation in 
f retres ments, 


rson preached at 


o'clock, Preaching at the 
reaching 4t the 


pproved. 
ts business, the 
able to the 
delivered, fall of 
ife’s pilgrimage shall have en 
radise of God, wh 


occasion, which 
love, and ho 

led, gaining the 

ere associations 


in singing the hymn, 
» during which, the parting hand 


yer, pronounce; 
ation adjourned to 


hulahoma Baptist Church, 
ppi, third District, 11 o’clock on Friday 
third Sunday in Geto 


| JAMES DENNIS 
W. Ovi Masry, Clerk | 


SERVICES, 


reaching at the stand 
"S—preaching at the stand by Elde 
oo8e, 


k, prayer meeting con 


lucted by Elder 
reaching in the house 


by Elder E, D. 


onvention, amour 


iting to $20 15, 
» at the same hour, by Ek 


ler J. W, Lipsey, 
followed and pre- 
was taken for its 


attendance having partaken 
repaired again to the 
reaching, Elder R. G. Hewlet preached in the 
the stand, 


stand by Elder J. 
stand by Elder Cowia, 


"BSebreeanea....... 
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SOQ 
éhe- —q ~ 
‘ime (A.) 
hall REPORT ON SABBATH scnooLs 
the The undersigned having been a pointed, last Association, to write on 7 
= the subject of Sabbath Schools, begs lve to submit this, his report, on that 
re all important subject. Education has ever been considered, by those who 
are Wise, and whose opinions are most to be valued, as more important to 
the rising generation than wealth, or any position that wealth can give, 1 
2 In the present impoverished condition of our unhappy country, a large i 
majority ‘of the rising generation must grow up in ignorance unless they 
are tdught in the Sunday School. Some persons who have the ability must 
educate them or lay the foundation of an education, or it never will be 
* done. Some of our most efficient ministers have commenced their educa- 
$ tion in the Sabbath School. If the infant mind can be stimulated to study 
the result will be the acquisition of knowledge, but unless that knowled 
is of a moral and religious character it may prove an injury instead of a 
or nefit. The great object of a Sabbath School teacher should be to incul- 
Dn cate the all important truths of the Bible, and to commence when the 
a mind is tender and easily impressed. If all our church members could be 
induced to engage earnestly in this great work of properly training the 
7 infant mind eternity alone would 


reveal the good that would result from HY 
their efforte. Why do we all. with but few exceptions, manifest such 
n ®pathy on this subject? Time and again has it been urged, and still the 
. churches, by their action seem to regard it as of but little importance, and PI 
take no steps to carry out the frequent reco nmendations of the Associa- : 
tion. If brethren will not lead in this matter let our sisters take hold of 
it, and by the blessing of Goll much g00d will be the result. 
Resolved, That every church of this Association are earnestly requested 
to organize their entire membership into a Sabbath School, and use eve 
ffort to induce others to join, and hold their meetings every Sabbath. 


Respectfully submitted, 
T. H. Sura. 
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, (B.) é 

REPORT ON PRAYER MEETINGS, ; 

Your committee on prayer meetings begs leave to call your attention to ; 
the following facts - 








. First That prayer was appointed of God, as a medium of grace to th ; 
individual Christian 










as well as to the church, is a trath that ho Bible reader} 
will question. And that the scriptures make it the duty of all God's peo- ; 
ple to approach a mercy seat in prayer, is admitted by all. 
Second. The commands of ch 










rist with promise are, “ Ask and ye shall 


receive,” John Xvi: 24 “ Ask and it shall be given you,” Matt. vii: 7. 
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“And whatsoever wo as 
ments,” I John iii: 22 
Christian, in Private devo 
of his church, 


k we receive of him, because wo ke 
But these promises are not only 


tions, but God is ever Feady to an 
when assembled 







r.the prayers 

together for concert of v. Even 

where but two or three are m¢t together in his name, he enree. to 
be in their midst. And again “if two of ’ 


you shall agree 
done for you,” Mat. xvi 
disciples, that whil¢ they were gathered togeth 
that the Lord sent forth his angel and delivered Peter 
was at midnight that Paul “ 
suddenly there Wasa great oe 
prison were shaken, and imm 
chains of all were And it is said. 
iv: 31, when they had prayed the place was shaken“whape they had 
assembled together. and they were all filled with the H, i 


Ay Spirit, and they 
spake the word of the Lord with 


boldness. Here it is said they were 
assembled together, and they ptayed. Whata blessing they received 


hird. We insist that what rayer was, to the individual Christian, and 


e church, in the days of the apostles, it is 


to the church in the presens day Prayer may be 
said to be the life of the Christian, for only while they pray they live 


Prayer meetings are the nurseriés of the church. are they safe 
gards, thrown around thie young and tender lambs of the flock, but useful 
talenc that otherwise might have re mained buried, have heen brought out 
to adorn Christian character, the church and the Pulpit; thus leading 
many to the knowledge of the truth and salvation. Your committee 
lieve that it may be safely asspried that some of the most wonderful 
revivals of religion that have ever been experienced by the church, have 
grown out of prayer meetings. To this truth most of us, We suppose, can, 
With joy, bear Witness, + 
Fourth. If the foregoing be 
should all Christians be 


thing that ye shall ask it shall be 
of | the first di 


rthquake, so that the 


édiately all the doors were ¢ 
loosed, Acts XVi: 25, 26 


true, and who wil] doubt it, 
in prayer, for the poet hath tru] 


“ Prayer is the ne vital breath, 


© Christian uative air; 
Hie watchword at the mate of death 3 
He enters heaton with prayer.” 


And how important that every 
meeting 


Fifth, Believing as we do, that no church can prosper long without a 
regular prayer meeting, your comnjittee would most earnestly recommend 
to all the churches, that they without delay, commence ‘and keep u 
prayer meetings, for we should wor while it ‘is day, for the night cometh 
when no man can work, | Oless our efforts and abundantly 
revive his work in our midst is our | 


rayer. 
All of whiclr- is feopectfully submitted, 


how constant 
y said— 


church should keep up a regular prayer 


C. B. Youye 
—_ 

’ 

RELIGIOUS ernverton { 

Your committee, to whom was referred the relj 


colored population, submit the following: This people ix very superstitious, 
depraved and illiterate, so they are in much need oF the sympathies of the 


whites. They are differently consti ‘o their history, both 
in body and mind, fro hey are more easily 


deluded by signs, sound » OF vain imaginations than 


ee 


ae 


this command 
Ifilled to the 


prison Tt. 
Silas were praying togethgr im prison, and 
foundations of the 
Pened, and the 
ain in Acts 
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any other people who have had the light of the gospel. In this condition, 
they are objects of pity and sympathy rather than censure. In order, 
therefore, to remedy the condition of this class of people, we must look at 
the seat of their distress, which is ignorance, and our efforts should be put 
forth to remedy the same 

First. This must be done by education. Ignorance, superstition and 

vice go hand in hand The colored people, with this cloud over them, are 
generally incapable of acting the part of God's executive. They are 
dependent upon the whites, and will be until they, within themselves, are 
able to carry out the requirements of the Bible. Hence our very great 
responsibility. Our quickest and easiest way to be relieved of this is to 
prepare the black man for his place. It is utterly impossible to do this 
effectually without educating him Foreign missions are a failure without 
the day school; with it they are, to some extent, a success. Where there 
is no regular day schoo! nations rapidly retrograde: with it they are brought 
to light. The piety of the colored population, in the first plaee, depends 
on their ability to understand the word of God, and in the second place, 
for those who are now capable of understanding it, to enforce its claims 
upon their minds. — It is to be feared that much injury has already grown 
out of the hasty precipitation of church government into the hands of 
peopie who are unprepared and incompetent for the task ; 

Second. The ears of the blacks are heavy to the sounds of both morality 
and the pious influences of the gospel Many seem’ to regard the call as 
if it was to a higher order of beings. Even the more pious claim privile- 
ges in things which they disallow in. us. They have not that high respect 
for the Sabbath, truth’ matrimonial bonds. “and many other importhnt 
things that are required of the people of God. They need special instruc- 
tion in the first rudiments of the Christian religion. Your committee 
therefoxe offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That our churches and people, in general. encourage the edu- 
cation of the colored people, both in the domestic circle and in the day 
schoo] 

Resolved, That our ministers and churches, wherever it can be done, 
encourage the Sabbath school, and endeavor to have the gospel préached 
faithfully to them as heretofore ‘ 

Resolved, That we give all suitable instruction, so fanas practical, to those 
whom we may deem lit’sabjects for the ministry 

Resolved, That’ we recommend the organization of churches separate 
from the whites, wheregr it is thought to be practical 

Resolved, That we deem it expedient td receive the colored churches into 
our Associations, but proceed to assist in organizing them into Associations 
of colored churches at an early date. : , 

J. W. Lresey. 


(D.) 
REPORT ON RIBLE CAUSE, 


This subject, at the present moment, if it be possible, more than at any 
former Period in the history of this nation, calls for*our serious and pray- 
erful consideration and most zealous efforts for its advancement. In it are 
embodied the causes of civilization. humanity, justice, truth, and last, 
though not least, the couse of religious liberty. It must be readily admitted 
that & subject embracing these vital and stupendous interests of mankind 
8 Worthy of the highest regard and, greatest exertions, 

To regard as a matter of secondary importance, a cause, the expressed 
object of which is the restoration of our fallen race to more: than its lost 
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edenic happiness and glory, appears to be 
folly. And. yet, if we are to judge 
of this offense. If we desire to learn and be impre 
the Bible let us glance at. the past Wherey 
penetrated moral gloom has Keen driven hence 
sun—it has come in to bless| mankind. Civilization, with its atte; 

lessings, has followed in its track History teaches that the quickest and 
surest Way to civilize the natians, is to give them the word of God. Just 
i does true Civilization advance. nor can 


an act of almost unpardon 


able 
by actions, how 


many of us are guilty 
ssed with the value of 
er its glorious truths haye 
, as night before the rising 


: dant 


in proportion as this is feceived 
there be true civilization witho at it. 
Notwithstanding the Bible if & vessel] w 


hich comes to man laden with so 
many blessings, and the promike of many more, strange as it m 'Y appear, 
. . ; ~ - 
it has always been rejecte 


d and bitterly Pposed, by a‘large portion of 
our race. Man, following the suggestions of 4s own evil heart, and the 


teachings of the &reat enemy of 4]] £00d, has ever opposed the advance of 
Bible truths. and sought to banish them from the world. This Opposition 
is he in existence, and the redoubled efforts of all lovets of the truth and 
of Jesus. should be put forth tg scatter the bread of eternal life broadcast 
over the world. he organize}l opposition, which in the old world has 
long sought, and with great success to deprive the massed of the Bible and 
of Bible truths, is threatening to overflow, like & flood, our own country, 
and if sufficient power is evér obtained by it, we shall have, here, a repeti- 
tion of those scenes, which for sh many centuries deluged the countries of 
Europe with fire and blood. Ip looking around in search of a suze pre- 


ventive against this threatening |danger, hope rests alone upon the word 
of God. 


We feel, in view of the trying lemergency, which appears ‘we be rapidly 
approaching, that the Bible, accompanied by the Spirit of God. in answer 
to the prayers of his people, 


furnishes the only ray of light for the appar- 
ently dark future It j we Can expect that the moral 


18 only by! this that 
gloom shall be driven back. ~ this fails, hope is gone, for there is none 
Inman. But the question of failure depends upon the manner in which 
Christians act, at least to a considerable extent. If we, tKrough our neg- 
lect and parsimony, fail to discharge the duties of the hehir, our children 
May arise and pronounce US acéutsed, when they shall reap the full and 
bitter harvest of our unfaithfulndes, “Truth is mighty and will finally 
past furnishes abundant evidence of the fact that it has 


revail,” but the 
often been “ crushed to earth,” and @Xperience should cause us to take 
Warning and act with promptness and Vigor in the future. 

hough the Bible has been most bitterly opposed, being sought to be 
fettered and driven from the world, until at times, to all human appear- 
ance, the cause of true religion “pppared to be dead. Anon it has arisen, 
Phoenix like, fromi its ashes, demonstrating that “the blood of the martyrs 
is the seed of the church,” until God, in hi 
treasure down to us, and fo 


18 providence, has handed the 
r the time being entrusted it to our eare, and 

it becomes us, knowing to « 
its Possession by us cost our illus 


me extdnt, the value of the charge, and what 
tripus predecessors jn the faith, to pre- 
serve and send it forth pure to the World, at the cost of our treasure and 
blood if jz should become necessaty. And this point appears doubly 
important when we take into Considdration the fact that the Baptists are 
the on/y people on the wide earth thatican give to the nations the Scriptures 
in all their purity, without a fear of detriment to their principles and 
practices. } 
This is the cause in which o 
battled, and with God's blessin 
though at the expense of the | 


ur pious brethren of the 
&, it hak been ‘maintained 


est blodd of pre 


past have nobly 
to the presené, 
vious ages, which was often 
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15 
made to run like water. In view of 

se, and in view 
opposition that is being and js likely to be made 
present maintainance, what are our duties?) Wh 
ours! Shall we, by the proper use of the means which God has give 


and following the example of our illustrious ancestors in the 
forth all our united efforts to advance 


on God? Orshall we, by neglect, pe 
Let us answer these questions with ete 
interests and the eternal interests of ear 
extent of which we have but little conce 


Your committee is not in possession of any recent statis 
connected with this subject, but in yi 
following: 

Resolved, That we consider jt 
as opportunity may afford and ability permit, in procuring 
4 pure version of the Scriptures, 

Resolved, That we recommend. to the churches of this 
raising:of a fund, to be devoted to the 
religious books, 


Association the 
circulation of the Bible and other 


R. G. Hewrer. 


__ 


(E.) 
REPORT ON MINISTERIAL 
Your committee on ministerial educ 
of this subject is admitted, or why 
all over the land ? Or why a the 


EDUCATION, 


ation assumes that the importance 
so many theologival seminaries scattered 
ological department connected with so 
many literary schools? Its necessity may be inferred from the widespread 
intelligence Which pervades the masses. the rapid increase of scientific 
knowledge and general literature, which ix & peculiar characteristic of the 
age in which we live} and also from the nature of the great doctrines of 
the cross themselves, "At the first the preacher had but to relate a simple 
story Of eyé witnesses and ear witnesses—te]} what he saw and heard, and 
through the infallible teaching of the Holy Spirit, connect the story of the 
cross with the law, the prophets and the psalms or sacred hymns. 
ut now, this same simple story is interwoven in voluminous systems of 
theplogy, so called, at variance with themselves and with the Bible, so that 
it requires both learning and skill to disentangle the doctrines of revealed 
religion from the inyc ntions of men. Some of these systems or parts of 
‘ystems, too, in style, are chaste and ornate: jn matter, they have laid the 
wisdom of man yhder tribute, and |used the tongues of earth as vehicles 
to bring their commodities “from afar V Sparkling: sémetimes in poetic 
numbers, often hoary with age in well-turned periods of prose. This 
“sounding brass" should at once direct us to to the Bible as the-great and 
only text book of thorough, sound theology. Here we have the greatest 
antiquity, the sul 


; limest poetry, and the profoundest philosophy. Let ius 
study it ourselves and encourage others to do so, 


here are four great schools in theology. These are not arbitrary, but 
grow naturally out of this wonderful book. . The first isa History of the 
Bible. This ineludes a history of its several books and doctrines: of their 
professors, of their worship. This, in some respects, is a vast and difficult 
field. The Old Testament is composed of thirty-nine books, written during 
® period of about one thousand years, The New Testament, containing 
twenty-seven books, was completed during the first century of the current 


the interests, temporal and eternal, 
that are entwined around this cau of the tremendous 
to its advance, or even 
t responsibilities are 
n us, 


faith, put 
e its interests, in humble dependence 


rmit its light to be once more obscured ? 

rhity confronting us, for our own 
th’'s millions are dependant, to an 
‘ption upon the practical answers 
W6 give to these interrogatories, 


tical information 
ew of its importance would offer the 


to be thé duty of all lovers of Jesus to assist, 
and circulating 
































































































rmly jupon the rock that “all Scriptur 
Mspiration of God,” that “holy men of old spake as they we 
the Holy Spirit "— 
“We can lemilo at *atan's rage : 
And face!a frowning world” [et infidelity.) 

The many centuries which have interye 
completed, the Breat changes which 
undergone: the numerous réligious s« 
Pearéd during our era, 
ecclesiastical }; 


ned since the sac 
,Manners, laws 
cts which have a 


d which do now exist 
istorian afid interpre 


y, but they are| not always reliable 
€ only ecclesiastical history that is reliable in determining 
doctrines and Ceremonies, as taught by Jesus Christ’ and practice 
apostles, are the Acts of the Apostles and the Apostolic epistles, Whatever 
doctrine or religious ceremony which is not found written here, ought not 
to be found written anywhere as a doctrine or ceremony of the churches 
of Christ, Horne's Introduction is of, great value in this part of th ’ 
The second is, Biblical Interpretation: The language of the Bible is to be 
interpreted by the same laws of interpretation that weluse in determining 
© meaning of any other hiktory Grammar, dictionaries: archeology, 


history and commentaries, arel of great value here. (f course Philology 
will always find & welconie plage. 


The third is, Systematic Theolagy. This vital de 


“ That there kaG 


Christian 
“d by dis 


eology 


partment opens with, 
od all nature speaks,’ 
and unfolds the workings of his hands in creation, Providence, revelation 
and redemption, in series of doctrines orsermons. Fuller's works and 
Butler's analogy are indis ensible here 
The fourth 18, Pastoral Theology. Ti 

and government of the chur: 
relation, as contained in the Nebr Testament; also the 
cation of the Pastoral office It also includes the 
elivering sermons To this départment, therefore, we ultimately bring 
all the learning and know ledge quired in the other schools of theology, 
and from all other sources Iithink that we will find Vinet's Pastoral 
Theology and Homoleties and Ripley's Sacred Rhetoric, in connection with 
the three pastoral epistles of the apostle Paul, of great value. I would 
Hiscourage the use of “ Pulpit Cy¢lopedia's,” by all means, Those who use 
vem are but “acting deceitfully |" every time they go into the pulpit 

We are now at a point from Which we may see something of the vast 
extent and richne«s of the field spread out before the student in theology 
he natural arid Physical, the intellectual and moral sciences ought to be 
familiar to him, for “the heavens declare the glory of God,” “the earth is 
full of his riches,” the tongues tod of ancient lore ought to! be his compan- 
ions, or else there is much that lies before him here in which he wil! seo 


“neither form nor comeliness.” But how shall this knowledge be acquired 
Greenville, Georgetown, or Richmond are not accessible to all whom God 
calls to the ministry of the word. 4¢ His Ways are not,” always, “our ways, 

here Some, whom God call, are to n themselves at any 
of these schools, others have Passed the golden reriod. They now have 
families and other cares of this world on their aaa Those who can 
attend any of thes 


schools will find ample facilities for instruction, without 
ge when they shall have arrived at t} 


4@ one they may have selécted. 
reenville, no doubt, with its full Corps of theological professprs and excel- 


lis inquires into the « 


livine origin 
thes of Christ, their disciMine 


and pastoral 
nature and qualifi- 
art of making and 
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lent theological library, possesses superior advant 
of theology in the South. But what shall these 
God has called to preach the gospel? Greenyil] 
of no practical benefit to them. Their clothes 
schools, will cost them at least two hundred d j 
help for them? Alas! practical, benevolent men, at presen 
because they are reduced t want themselves! 
who are advanced {n- life, must re 
“give attendance to rdading, to exhortation, to doctrine,” 

thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth no 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Get also a body of 
Diek, or Dwight, or Fuller's works. 

It is not absolutely nec 

a student at a theologic 

coveted. But, who was Christmas Ey 

Cary? Who is J. G Onchen ? 

men who rose upon their 

literature and in oratory, 
at some handicraft at 


ages over all other 


¢, with‘all its facil 


‘sssary to be a good preacher, first to hav 
‘al seminary. This, j 


Who are most 
own efforts ? 


and labor to attain to it, 


the same. time, so did Cary, Burrett. th 
blacksmith, and thousands of other learned and ek uent men. 
ever I see a man in the ulpit, with no reparation, I se 
drone, and seriously doube whether the Por ever called him, 
attempt to preach.” 


Dosuch men feel “ woe is me if I preach not th 
Do they preserve “a g00d report from, without ?” 
is @ reproach to any preacher 


of idleness its mother 
him “who counted 
of Christ Jesus his 


of those before 


Indolence is its father, an 
What a contrast such 


all things but loss for the 
Lord.” 


* By him the Violated law speaks out 
Its thunder : and, by him, in strains As Sweet 
A® angels use, the gospel whispers peace."’ 
Your committee. 
quarter, at home 
tom in our own 
ministry of the 


in view of the calls for the living preacher, from every 
and abroad, and especially in view of the great destitu- 
Association, and so few young men preparing for the 
word in our colleges, or-anywhere else, erhaps less than 
one hundred in “ the land we love,” would earnestly call your attention 
to thé injunction of our Lord, “ P. 


ray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest 
that he will send forth laborers into his harvest,” 
All of whichvis r 


espectfully submitted. 
E. D. “Mircer 





(F.) 
ON DOMESTIC MISSIONS, 


In your last minutes I find that J am appointed to report upon Domestic 

Missions, but | have nothing that has been done to report, and it looks to 

me like time and paper wasted to write a report upon that subject, not- 
withstanding it is one of the first duties of an Association to cultivate well 
its own fields But every effort that has been made, through reports and 

resolutions, has failed to accomplish this end, in our Association. If ] 
hew what to write to sup 


plant, with a more firm and abiding spirit, that 
‘spasmodic one, that the discussions on the all-importance of the subject 
excites in the Association, at the ti i i 

to be thought i 


‘ of again, or if thought of at all, 
receives until i 


REPORT 





schools 
poor young men do whom 
ities, is 
and board, at any of these 
Is there no 
t, are few, 
These then, with those 
ly upon their own efforts At home, 
“Study te ‘shew 
t to be ashaned. 
divinity, as Hill, 


e been 
t is true, isa privilege to be 
ans? or John Bunyan? or Wm 
me, but 
Set_your standard high, both in 
If you have to labor 
© learned 
When- 
t him down as a 
“ merély to 
© gospel ?” 
Ignorance, in this age, 
d an abundance 
a life presents to that of 
excellence of the knowledge 
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exhaust my little stock 


of skill< to do so, but fe 
complish that 


ar that I should fail to ac. 
end. As tothe importance of the 


subject, it needs no argu 
ment in its support, Tt is only necessary for a casual observer to lift up % 
is eyes and behold the extensive fields of destitution jn 
already white 


to harvest, and not only white 
fast ripening .for and i 


bread of life 


our bounds, 
for the Bospel harvest, but 
*ternity and perighing for want of the 

re the spirit of Christ and feel RO con- 

of men. The spirit of Christ yearns for the souls of 

Men, and Pay! says that if “HY man has not the spirit of Christ he ig none “ 
Should not these thau an inquiry whether we have the 

spirit of Christ or not, and if" 


upon a close self-examinition We would hot 
find we had mistaken the 1adow for the substangs of, thet religion of es 
Jesus Christ. Had we not be tter begin to be alarmed t fear that we May 
be cursed with 4 bitter curse. because we Mave not norido not come up to 
the help of the Lord to the help of the Lord against the mighty, ate. 
! am aware that old Adam brings 4p an evil report, that Weare not able 
t© possess’ the land or to eul 


tivate the feld THe contends that laborers 
are few and can't be had to labor in the deStitute fields But | must beg 


pave to dissent from that repdrt, and contend that we are fully able to go 


Up and possess the land—we ate fully able to cultivate the destitution in 
our bounds: gl] that is necessary is to resolve t¢ 


hat we wil do it and it will 

done We have the Means pnd the Spirit of Christ wil] Ptteforth the ‘ 

means, and the means will draw forth the men, and the work will be 

accomplished With this view pf the subject, in connettion with the fear- 
ful responsibility resting 





















( 
upon us. therefore. . . a 
tetolved, That we will cultivate the destitution. of our Association with a 
Missionary labor : re 
ez W ttiams n 
_——. by 
| (@) - 
TREASURER’S REPORr. th 
W. OVID MABRy. Treasvar,| ' = 
7 Cold Water Baptist Association, De it: 
October, 1866 Remaining in Treasury, Associationa] fund, $11 00 po 
eK. eceived from findneial committee, « 152 65 wil 
| ———$163 65 tin 
Cr. * me 
Noy. '66—p d Sanders, Bates & Jones, printing 800 minutes, 125 65 5 to 
ss Clerk's fee, . - . fe - - - 40 00°, 
*\) —— I6s 65 
| Dr, 
Pct. '66— Re, d collection on Monday for Domestic Missions. 198 00 
' ' Sunday ¢ 78 00 
276 \00 
Mr. , e : 
Feb. '67—Paia to order of Ex Boatd, H. J. Smith, -miss y, 100 00 to si 
May, . : . . is 20 00 | All 
duly, . iW. J. Duboise,  « 25 00. . Boa 
Aug “ {HS Smith, 40 00 pov 
5 00 4 : 
{ e ————— 185 0 ’ lines 
eat " ast eae teat on 
Remaining in Treasury, Domestic Mission fund, - $9! 00 ower 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Church, Marshall count 
and closed on the 
animating. 

represented ; 
more 8o than 
been baptized four hu 
and forty-nine, 
thirty-six, exc 
thousand. 
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it will be conductec 
posed of one 
with the 

time, Frid 
messengers to 
to our brethren and_ frie 


The Executive PR, 
to submit this, the 


Soard had to con 
Secure the servic 
nes established 
On a corres 
‘Wers could be 
‘Missionary was s 
“ntertained the 


19 ~ 


( H.) 

NANCE COMMITTEE, 

rs the following report: 
churches for Domestic 


REPORT OF FI 
Your committee on finance offe 
Collected from. a portion of the 


Missions, in the 
bounds of the Association, ‘ 


5 : . . $265 00 
Collécted from Sardis Church for the Marion Board, : 19 00 
Collected for printing minutes, - 4 - 142 90 

teak, 426 90 

Paid Elder A. Van Hoose for the Domestic Mission Board of the 
S. B. Convention, the amount from Sardis Curch, ~~» 19 00 
Remaining on hand, SP sae ays $407 90 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. J. Mivaw. 


(1.) 


LETTER OF CORRESPONDENCE, 
To the Religious Bodies in correspondence with Cold Wi 


Dear Brernrey—Our Association convened with the Cgld Water Baptist 


y, Mississippi, on Friday, the 18tiPof October, 1867, 
Monday following. Our session was harmonious and 
We number thirty-eight churches, some of which were not 
many of them had cheering news of revivals of religion, 
usual, to communicate. During the past year there have 

ndved and eleven, received by letter one hundred 
restored seventeen, dismissed by letter three hundred and 
luded eighty-six, died forty-one; total number about, three 
Six or seven colored Baptist Churches were reported organized 


ast year. 
e have changed our plan of missionary operations, for the next year, 
1 on our original plan, a general Executive Board, com- 

member from each church. Our next session will be held 
Chulahoma Baptist Chureli, Marshall county, Mississippi, usual 
4y before the third Sunday in October, 1868, We have appointed 
your next sessions. We extend a cordial invitation to you, 
nds generally; to meet with us at our next session. 

” Respectfully submitted, 


ater Baptist Association : 


J. W. Lipsey. 


iniieeliks 
(J.) 

REPORT OF EXECUT 

ard of the ( 


* 


ld Water Baptist Associatio 
first missionary report, since the 
rations having been suspended dt 
imence Operations de novo, 
es of suitable missionaries, 
» NO cross lines whate 
ondence with several 


n beg leave 
late disastrous war. 
uring the war. your 
The great difficulty was, to 
There being but few mail 
ver, and it being necessary to 

versons, much time was lost before an- 
received ; consequently it was several months before any 
ecured to commence operations.” Your ‘Board, at first, 
hope that Eldér J. W. Lipsey might be secured, but the 


Missionary ope 
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churches to which he was Pfeaching, not being willing to releake him, we 
had to look elsewhere, and commenced a correspondence with Eller Lewis 
Ball He wrote us that he was already occupying a part of our missionary 
ground, in the Mississippi bogtom, in the county of Coahoma and vicinity, 
and as he was Promised a Support, recommended the Board to expend 
theirfunds in other destitute ortions of the Association, Correspondence 
Was Opened with several salnletore Bat no person could be Procured to 
all his time, at a price which your Board: had the means to Bive. 
y letters were Written, to Which no answers Were re@eived. 
Your Board employed Eldep H. J. Smith to labor one. urth of his time, 
and also every fifth Sabbath and one day in the week inleach month. As 
the result of ‘his labors, he baptized thirty-three, Orgaiiized one colored 
church and one Sabbath Schasl. traveled three hundred and twenty-three 
miles, preached twenty-six Sermons, prayed with twenty-eight familjes, 
and delivered four addr | Brother Smith commenced operations in 
February last The Boar.’ has paid hin. for his services the sum of $200. 
But for ‘sickness he could have ren 


dered more service. Brothbr Smith 
reports several more received aq candidates for }, 


‘“ptism, not reported above, 
who were not baptized, se to his afflictions 4 


Your Board also procure the services of Elder J. J Duboise, all his 

i time, who commenced operations the 13th of July last. Owing to sifkness, 
he was prevented from performing 88 much labor as he otherwise gould 
have done. Bro er Duboise reached twenty-nine sermons, delivered 
twenty-two exh ions, held tan prayer meetings, at these meetings four. 
teen made a profession of religion, baptized four. witnessed thirty-six con- 
versions, visited and ed with fifty-ni i 

Duboise the sum of sits t his|services 


We have great reason feel, thankful that the 


) the circumstances, they have done the best 
they could. Your Board sre of opinion that the resent mode of manag. 
ing our missionary operations, is liable to many objectionc No Board of 

part of the Association, can be acquainted 
with all of the Most destitute neighborhoods, Without personal exXamina- 
tion, and but few. if any, can *peré the time to make that examination. 
Unless every destitute place is ied, j 


supplied, it lays the Board liable to be 
charged with partiality. - 


old plan has fewer objections than the present. Ono member from 
every church could make the destitution of his neighborhood known, and 
if they would not attend the meetings of the Board they would have no 
reason to complain of any action the Board might take. “ Your Board are 
of Opinion that some more efficient Plan of operations should be adopted 


‘All of which is! re¥pectfully submitted, 


 £ Saypers, 
J. Q Sanpipag, 
A. -Pastey. 
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PLEDGES OF CHURCHES FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS FoR 1868. 


Hernando, 
Bethel, 
Liberty, 
Nonconnah, 
Oak Grove, 
Ho vewell, 
ea 
Beech Grove, 
Holly tar 
Center Hill 
Cold Water, 
Corinth, 
State Line, 


Clear C reek, Marshall, 


Pleasant Grove, 
Liberty Hill, 
ornate, 

N. Mt. Zion, 
¢ ‘hulahoina, 


Amounting to 


« 
$30 90° 
20 00 | 


eSSsSeSsas, = 
i. 





| 


o 
S 


? 


County Line, . - $20 00 
| Philade Wphia, 
| Union, - - 10 00 
} Mt. Zion, oN - - 20 00 

, New Hope, - ‘ ’ 20.00 

Looxahoma, - - - — 

~Salem, : - - — 

Peach Creek, -.  .- - — 

Mel ver's Creek - 10 00 

Sardis, - : - - 1000 

Carolina, . -.« . - 10 00 

Sunflower, - - . — 

aot Hope, - %& — 
age Ns reek, - — 
a ear Berek Lafay ette. — 
| A ‘ ~ heals 
oom - : ‘oe 
| Panola - 10 00 
Oxford, 





: - $320.00 


ae 


30 00 — 


























44409 Moy 


Pod | 


‘Popa, xy | 


ee 
va | 
K Jo ate] 


oa | 
"pouoja 
wt £4 Pos jooon | Me 
‘Ptndeg ! 


f pera {4 psy 
; 
Heos soy 
if 
Fur 


© 8hep swinSe, 404 ‘vac W°Mmog 104) ca 104 pip souounyo » 
“18d Ve 
©’ PRONG Ho°'W | torres > +? tree pac 
. ony “y e wet er eeercem en 
400K ac 
1082 ©) Goss day ON 
‘WiaeH on 
IPI Gemday OK 
ac IPI Mem das oN 
“WON VW Uaserdas on - 
. fH “Va ‘hopee = 
on arr siossah ae ay 4 "eee 
aims “fy 


. WO, — 410K 


Hpaveg Q 
WD # soa poy a 
Oa ‘none “mar “hy Yow > 
‘HeLIwy “TE Tmg py 
q 40 c 


7D Yow 
. *qolwung 
PMOQVXOO] 
—— HN Yoo) % . 
PW Pte mary m4 o90geg - 
pany - woue, - 


vmo4qeinY) , 
Geer, 


pa 
PHOT A 
ose a. “oq 


on 
A ei 
a 


Wey dg 

* #4032) yep 

. Me 407 Nay 
*Supidy 404 
eetecees opuwasoy 
“oparuiey 
“WNqeory 
Oparuiey 
"dete Ky 

*NPT Gaon 


1 WIay209 
4010 PPOs 
WH en | 


WPCUED “EF + pfevnn. 


ae ey S eI 


ORC 
“Wega ey 


f ON 
soqoy ‘iy “ePOa) °* 
“DOWITY Ay 


. V 
Met “eBay, oy 
“#808 qooog 
“""waopng .: 
‘Temedoy s 
"94009 eg 5 
. cNvaudouoy & 
= “ seqry x 
~” uleg = 
““Opavaseyy | 


eld 


Ms oN i 
eo Pawiqs ‘UH ‘@ *dostpan “-* 
J° sequin y “GON Gesesd iy ON 

SIOUL “p+ oat Ka SAOSE) ayy 
puyy -y WwW “QQ sourve OpUvasey ° 


ee | ee 


r . 7 . “ay - aoe ud 


: Fusuuey dqi~ as 
weer enestencrteett,, & “9081 UT ateq ten 
Gaedyy «ay op) ““POpaeay “py iWsoq, -y 

* UwUnO Tw <p oe. ; ¥. 


SaLVOa Iga ‘OLA 01808 | “ALN N00 SaHOMAHO 
' 


S@Iaevs TVOILsIavas 








ARTICLES OF FAITH, 


ee 









Articie 1. We believe the Holy Bible was written by men livinely 
inspired, and isa perfect treasure of heavenly fnstruction : that it has God 
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth for itematter; that it reveals 
the principles by which God will judge us, and therefore is, and should 
remain’to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union and the 
only correct rule of our faith and practice. 

Ant, 2. That there is one ahd only one true and living God, whose name \a 
is Jehovah, the maker and supreme ruler of heaven and earth, inex res- 

ly glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible horior, confidence and ove, 
fevealed under the personal and relative distinctions of Father, Son and 

oly Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, executing distinct but har. 
monious offices in the great work of redemption. 

Arr. 3. Or THe pau op MAN. That man was created in a state of holi- 
hess, under the law of his maker, but by voluntary transgression fell-from 
that holy and happy state, in Sonsequence of which, all mankind are now 

sinners, not by constraint but choice, being by nature utterly void of that 
holiness required by the law of God: wholly given to the, gratification of 
the world, of satan, and of their own sinful passions, and therefore under 
just condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. 

Ant. 4. Or tHe way op Satvatioy. That the salvation of sinners is 
wholly of grace, through | the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who 
took upon him our nature, yet without sin, honored the law by his personal 
obedience, and made atonement for our sins by his death, being risen from 
the dead, he is now enthroned in heaven, and uniting in his wonderful 
person the tenderest sympathies with diyine perfections, in every way 
: qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate and all-sufficient Savior. * 

Arr. 5. Or Justivication. That the great gospel blessings which Christ 
4 of his fullness bestows on such as believe, authorizes justification; that 
Justification consists of the pardon of sin and the promises of eternal life, 

on principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of 
any work of righteousness. which we have. done. but, solely throagh his 
own redemption and righteousness; that it brings. into a state of most 
; essed peace and favor with God, and secures every other blessing, need- 
ful for us here and in eternity. 

Arr. 6. Or rue FREENESS OF SaLvattoy. That the blessings of salvation 
are made free to all by the gospel; that it.is the immediate duty of all to 
secept them by a cordial anjl obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the 
ereatest sinner on earth, extept his own voluntary refusal, from submitting 


a to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will subject. him to an a rgravated 
condemnation, 
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Art. 7. O¢ Grace ow Receveration. 
be regenerated or born again: th 
disposition to th 


That in order to besaved we must 
at regeneration consists in giving a holy 
© mind, and is effected by the power of thie Holy Spirit, 
“0 88 to procure our voluntary obedience to the gospel and that its yroper 


evidence is found in the hgly fruit which we bring forth to the glory of 
jod, > 


Arr. & Op Evecriox, ox Gon's PURPOsES or Grace. That election is the 
Sracieus purpose of God, according to which he regenerates, sanctifies and 


—Some of the « 
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Saves sinners; that being per free ageno of man,.. 

it comprehends all the i e end; that it isa 

most glorious ¢ ‘i » being infinitely Wise, 

holy and une rl i -romotes 
i » trust}in God. and active invitation of hia free 

it en@urages the hse of means to the highest de 

is ascertained by its effects in | who believe ¢ 

of Christian Assurance, and thht i 

demands and deserves our ut ' 

Arr, 9 Op THE Perseviinaxe OF THE Saryrs That such only are real 
believers who endure to the en ; that reserving attachment to Christ ig 
the grand mark Which distin tishes them from superficial believers or 
Professors; that « « recia thes over their welfare, and that 
they are kept by the pov « Zh faith unto salvation. 

Arr. 10. Or THE Harmoxy © t LAW. axp Gosprs That the law of 
God. is the eternal, unch eabls rule of his moral government : thatit is 

¥, just and good, and that thp inability Which the seri tures ascribe to 

mman to fulfill its Precepts, arises entir, ly from his love of sin, 

er him from which, and res re him, through a mediator, to unfeigned 
Obedience to t holy law, is one eatend of the Zospel, and of the means 
of grace Connected with the establishment of the visible church 

Arr. IL Or 4 Gosre. Cuvecy, That a visible church of Christ is 
Congregation of baptized believe »&ss0ciated by covenant in the faith and 
ellowship of the Gospel, observing tho ordinances of Christ, gove; ned by 

cising the zifts, rights and privileges invested in them by 

; that its only proper offiters are bishops or pastors and deacons, 

q4alificatior i 1 daties, are , efined in the epistles’ to Tim- 

othy and Titus, and that ® gospel! church, thus organized, is the highest 
ecclesiastical tribunal known in the word of God. 

Arr. 12 (yp Barrisw ayy THE Loan's' Sepp 
is the immersion of the body of i 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, by a 
qualifications of those on whom th 
forth in solemn and beautify! emblém, our faith *h @ crucified, buried and 
risen Savior: that it is 9 pre-requisite to-the Lord's Supper, in-which the 
members of the church, by the use af bread and wine, are to commemorate 
together the dying love of Christ, phesedad always by solemn self-exami- 
nation. 

AgtoJ3. Ov ru Curtstiay Sanni M That the first day of the week is 

'8 day, or Christi » and is to be Pt sacred to religious 
purposes, by abstaini t labor and recreation, by the devout 
observance of > me both private and public, and prepa- 

i ! the People of God. 

THR. Ricureovs AND TRE Wicxgy That there is a radical 

d essential difference between the ighteous and the wicked: that such 

nly as are justified through faith it the name of the Lord Jesus, and 

Natified by the Spirit of our God) are truly righteous, in his esteem, 
While all such as continue jin impenitence and unbelief are, in his sight, 
wicked and under the eurse, and that! this distinction holds among men in 
and after death. 


Arr. 15. Ov rnp Worp ro Come. That the end of all things, or of this 
world, is approaching; that «t the last lay Christ will descend from heaven 


from the grave to final retribution; that a solemn sep- 
wicked will then be adjudged to \ 

tO endless Joy, and that this judg. 

man, in Heaven or Hell, on prinei- 
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